DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
service. In Hungary Slovacks were absolutely excluded from holding positions under the State. The organisation of an army is just that kind of work which a civilian can do better than a soldier. In 1871, Clemenceau, who was a civilian and a doctor, did much the same thing. After I got permission in Russia I had to seek provisions, clothing and weapons. Then came the question: On what front? My plan was to come to France and fight there for our freedom. Then there were many non-military things to be arranged: to organise the soldiers' mail, to provide tailors and bootmakers, to have newspapers printed and distributed, to furnish the many railroad cars in which they had to live for several weeks, and try to make them as homelike as possible. What other armies possessed as a matter of course had to be created here under new circumstances. It was often very difficult to get bread; we were concentrated in the Ukraine. Our people received paper roubles and wished to use them in payment. The peasant said: I don't give anything for these. Why? For my wheat give me nails, a file, a saw; for I want such things. What can I do with paper? I prefer to wait until the Germans come. They have what I need."
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